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Spencerport priest to answer sexual abuse charge 


MARKCHA fitfGOtY 
wmni 

A Spencerport priest nc- 
cused of sexual abuse and 
endangering the welfare of 
a child is scheduled to 
nuke his first court appear¬ 
ance at 9:30 a.m. Wednes¬ 
day in Rochester City 
(!ourt. 

The Rev Dennis Sewar. 
54, will be arraigned on 
charges of third-degree 
sexual abuse and endan¬ 
gering the welfare of a 


child, both misdemeanors. 
The charges stem from an 
alleged in¬ 
cident 
when Se¬ 
war was 
pastor of 
Church of 
the An¬ 
nuncia¬ 
tion in 
northeast 
Rochester, 
where he was pastor from 
1999 to 2001. 


No other details about 
the case or the accusation 
against Sewar were avail¬ 
able Monday. 

He most recently was 
pastor of St. |ohn the Kvan- 
gelist Church in Spencer¬ 
port. Hr had also served at 
St. Helen Church in Gates, 
Church of the Assumption 
in Fairport, St. lames 
Church in Irondequoit and 
St. Mary Church in Water¬ 
loo. Plus, he taught at Good 
Shepherd Catholic School 


m Hennetia. 

Sewar had been on sab¬ 
batical since January, but it 
was unrelated to any alle¬ 
gations, said Michael Te- 
desco, a spokesman for the 
diocese. Sabbaticals are 
routine, and any priest can 
apply to take one after 
seven years of service. 
I'hey usually last three to 
live months and must in¬ 
corporate vacation, retreat 
and education. Sewar's sab¬ 
batical included time spent 


at a university in England. 

He was on sabbatical 
when the diocese first 
learned about the allega¬ 
tions in late April. 

"As soon as we received 
information that caused us 
concern, we shared it with 
the Rochester Police De¬ 
partment and let them am- 
duct a thorough investiga¬ 
tion.'' Tedesco said. 

Sewar remained on sab¬ 
batical, with full rights as a 
priest, until |unc. when he 


was placed on administra¬ 
tive leave 

During his sabbatical, 
"He wrasn't in a position of 
parish ministry and we 
thought It was important to 
let the police department 
complete their investiga- 
tiim," Tedesco said. 

Knder the terms of the 
administrative leave, Sewar 
cannot engage in any pub¬ 
lic ministiy or live in dioc¬ 
esan housing, j 



Sewar 
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